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but King Henry ruled alone.   He was still comparatively young, at thirty-nine
years old, and in his full strength.

Parliament, later known as the " Reformation Parliament," met on 3rd
November 1529. From this moment the " King's Affair " developed rapidly
towards a final settlement. There is no doubt that the Church in England was
unpopular at this time. " Nearly all the people here hate the priests/' Chapuys,
the ambassador of Charles V., reported on 13th December 1529. Froude is an
unfriendly critic of the Church, but his documentary evidence is quite sound ;
anyone who cares to do so can read the sickening Latin and English documents
quoted in the footnotes to pages 195-200 (Volume I) of his History of England. The
English priesthood was in a low moral condition. The House of Commons was
led by Thomas Cromwell, member of parliament for Taunton. Cromwell had
boldly stood up for his patron Wolsey when a Bill of Attainder against the Cardinal
was sent down from the Lords to the Commons and was rejected. Nevertheless
he was now becoming distinctly the king's man. He had roamed abroad, among
other places to Rome, and was probably in private a Protestant. While abroad
he is believed to have read or become acquainted with the contents of
Machiavelli's Prince, which circulated in manuscript before it was published in
1532. Machiavelli died at Florence in 1527. Had he lived to see Cromwell as
minister he would certainly have discerned in the Englishman the ideal " secre-
tary of a prince," much nearer the Machiavellian ideal than the unknown Messer
Antonio da Venafro, who is held up to admiration in chapter 22 of II Principe.

The breach with Rome was not undertaken suddenly, but in definite stages.
Parliament began by reducing the unpopular clerical fees for marriage, burial,
and such services. It increased the control of the crown over clerical courts
(1531). It forbade appeals to Rome (1533). It stopped the payment of Annates
to Rome, and followed this act up by abolishing papal authority in England
(i534)- In the same year it passed the Act of Supremacy, declaring the king
to be the Supreme Head of the Church of England.

In January 1533, " somewhere about Saint Paul's day/' according to the
statement of Cranmer, who was not present, King Henry was married to Anne
Boleyn. In the same year Thomas Cranmer^ appointed Archbishop of Canterbury
(30th March) on the death of Warham, held a court in the Convent of Dunstable
to consider King Henry's case. Queen Katherine, who was at Ampthill, was
cited to appear, but refused to come and plead. On loth April the court
declared the " pretended marriage " of the King with Katherine null and void
'from the beginning. On 7th September (1533) a daughter (to be called Elizabeth)
was born to Henry VIII; and Queen Anne. The Pope declared Henry ex-
communicate, and Henry withdrew his ambassador from Rome. The breach
was complete. Katherine of Aragon died at Kimbolton in 1536, and was buried
at Peterborough Abbey,
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